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What does IDRC do? 

 

The International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC) is a public 
corporation created by the 
Parliament of Canada in 1970. 

 

We support developing countries to 
use science and knowledge to find 
practical, long-term solutions to the 
social, environmental, and economic 
problems they face.  

 

IDRC directs support toward 
developing research and research 
capacity in the countries we work in. 

 



• Changes in rainfall causing more 
flooding and more intense droughts  

• SLR – reducing quality 

• Sudden onset events are more 
common 

• All combined with other pressures 

• Poor people hit hardest  

 

Global climate change is “very likely” to be having an 
adverse effect on the availability and quality of freshwater 
worldwide 



Goal of the Climate Change and Water program 
(2010-2015) 

Support applied research and build local 
capacity to improve water security and 
adaptation in the face of climate change  

 



Questions 

• What are the local impacts of climate change 
on water resources? 
 

• What will it mean if the impacts increase in 
frequency and severity? 
 

• How are people vulnerable?  
 

• How can uncertainty be reduced? 
 

• How can we respond? 
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CCW Outcome Areas 

 

 

(1) research that improves the 
quality and availability of water 
for vulnerable communities 

 

(2) build the capacity of researchers 
to conduct related vulnerability, 
social, gender, and economic 
analysis 

 

(3) encourage researchers to better 
engage policy makers and 
communicate their research 
results to potential users 

Research projects (30+), RFPs 

Training courses; graduate research awards 

Conferences; Peer-review papers;   

Research to policy engagement 

 

Outcomes  



Adaptation strategies to 
climate change by communities 
dependent on glacier-water in 
The Illimani Watershed Bolivia 
(project #104554)  
 
What are the impacts that 
changes in temperature and 
precipitation are having on the 
availability of water for 
different users in the Illimani 
watershed.  

Research findings: 
• The Ilimani glacier s retreating at rates of 10-12 m/year.  
• Peatlands play a central role in regulating water flows in the dry season. 
• 75% decrease in peatlands in 40 years. 
• 4x more water required for irrigation (1.8L/s in 1975 to 8L/s in 2009). 
 



Water Security in Peri-Urban South Asia: 
Adapting to Climate Change and 
Urbanisation (#106248)  
 

Understand the implications of water 
stress for vulnerable communities in 
periurban locations of New Delhi and 
Hyderabad (India); Kathmandu (Nepal); 
and Kulna (Bangladesh).  

Research findings: 
• People cope and adjust to multiple stresses in different ways, depending on access to 

assets, resources and social networks 
• Methodological challenge of researching climate change (a long term problem) in the 

face or urbanization (a short term problem) 
• Extreme pressure on land and water in each city 

Next steps: 

• Investigating the impacts of groundwater exploitation – urban development vs. 
climate variability  
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Khulna, Bangladesh 



“Explorations” are used to consult on areas 
for potential future work  

 
ICT’s and Energy 



Websites 

www.idrc.ca/ccw 

www.ccwiwra.wordpress.com 

 

http://www.idrc.ca/ccw
http://www.ccwiwra.wordpress.com/

